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The Weld Faith Network seeks to address community issues 

through the development of a proactive, collaborative approach 

that will assist at-risk families in accessing support through 

community faith-based organizations, government entities, non-

profit human service agencies and local businesses. 
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April  2009 Edition The Weld County Faith-Based Initiative - 
More Unique Than You Might Think. 
 
Although Weld County’s Faith-Based Initiative has 
steadily been gaining momentum over the past few 
years it’s important to look back and take a moment 
to reflect on the progress that has been made over 
the past few years.  
 
Since the inception of our county faith-based initiative 
many relationships have been formed, new and inno-
vative programs have been created out of partner-
ships between government agencies and faith-based 
groups, and a new vision in community collaboration 
has emerged. Government agencies like the Depart-
ment of Human Services, the Health Department, the 
District Attorney, and the Sherriff's Department have 
all reached out to faith-based organization across the 
county. In turn faith-based groups have connected 
with community organizations like United Way to 
bring services to the community through organiza-
tions such as Faith Community Service Fund. Faith-
based programs such as Bridges of Hope are creating 
“one stop shopping” for at-risk members of the com-
munity by combining the services of faith, community, and government organi-
zations and even local business into a convenient, user-friendly service delivery 
model. Churches like Summitview Community Church in Evans and New Hori-
zons in Dacono have emerged as leaders in the growing national fatherhood 
movement with their B.A.M! and Got Fatherhood? programs. They have also be-
come some of the first faith-based organizations in our area to be awarded fed-
eral funding for providing these services at a grassroots level.  
 
While we have undoubtedly experienced some growing pains during our forma-
tive period, it must be noted that what is happening here within Weld County is 
unique within our country. While most government sponsored faith-based initia-
tives exist at a state level, there are few that are as strong at the local level as 
Weld County’s. Throughout the state of Colorado Weld County’s government 
agencies and faith-based organizations have often been recognized as the lead-
ers in the faith-based initiative arena. This is something we can all be proud of. 
 
With the formation of the Weld Faith Partnership Council we anticipate that the 
dialog between government and faith-based organizations will increase and ulti-
mately bear fruit to a new and better way of addressing the community’s needs 
through a shared vision of helping our fellow humankind.  
 

Summitview Church partners 
with the Department of Human 
Services to take services for area 
fathers to a new height with their 
B.A.M! Program... 
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Are You   
Looking For A  
Community 
Resource? 

 
Contact: 

 
 
 

 
Visit Weld County 

United Way  
2-1-1 at:  

 

Weld Faith Partnership Council Formed 
 
In the summer of 2008 the Weld Faith Partnership Council was formed to act as 
a liaison between the faith-based community and the Weld County Board of 
Commissioners to make informed, strategic recommendations from a faith-
based perspective to the Board of Commissioners regarding issues of concern to 
the community.   
 
The Council meets monthly and the members are appointed by the Board of 
County Commissioners. Anyone interested in serving on the Council may submit 
an application the Commissioners. One of the Council’s first priorities was to 
hold a county wide forum, bringing together faith-based, government, and com-
munity organizations to begin looking at how we might all better collaborate to 
provide services to the community.  
 
Members of faith-based organizations and the community at large are encour-
aged to contact members of the Weld Faith Partnership Council with any issues 
of concern. A complete listing of the current council members is located on the 
front page.  

Weld Faith Network E-Newsletter Kick-Off 
 
This e-newsletter has been created as a result of the Weld Faith Partnership 
Councils’ Faith and Community Based Forum which took place on November 6th, 
2008.  A list serve was created using the contact information from the attendees 
from this event.  
 
As a component of this forum participants were asked to complete a survey and 
from that survey we learned that the vast majority of those in attendance at the 
forum felt that communication was the key to effectively addressing the needs 
of the community. This e-newsletter is an attempt to facilitate an organized and 
concentrated effort to share information between faith-based organizations, 
government entities and community non-profits.  
 
Through this newsletter we hope to share information that will aid us all in more 
effectively addressing needs of the community and the individuals and families 
that we serve. You can expect to find information regarding: 
 
• Grant and Funding Opportunities 
• Trainings and Events 
• Networking Opportunities 
• General Information Sharing 
• Human Interest Stories Showcasing Effective Collaborations within Our 

Community 
 
We hope to distribute this e-newsletter on a regular basis. If you would like your 
name removed from the original list serve or if you are interested in submitting 
information to be included in a future newsletter, please contact Tyler Osterhaus 
at osterhtj@co.weld.co.us or call 970-342-1551 x6227. 

 

 
 

weldfaithcouncil@co.weld.co.us 

Whether you need infor-
mation on where to get 
help or want to help oth-
ers 2-1-1 makes it easy. 
 
You can call 2-1-1 to 
speak to live referral 
specialists and receive 
comprehensive informa-
tion about community 
services and volunteer 
opportunities.  
 
Look up 2-1-1 online. 
your link to the 2-1-1 
database that allows you 
to browse thousands of 
health and human ser-
vices online.  
 

Get connected!  

www.unitedway-weld.org 



Worksite Wellness Workshop 
May 8, 2009 8:00 – 4:30 
Embassy Suites Hotel, Spa, & Conference Center 
4705 Clydesdale Parkway, Loveland, CO 
 
This workshop will help companies and organizations in Northern Colorado learn 
how to implement fun and effective employee wellness programs. Participants 
will have the opportunity to hear case studies from companies doing wellness 
programs, get easy-to-use wellness program tools and resources, network with 
other company wellness leaders, and learn how to build a successful wellness 
program from the ground up using the Well Workplace Model. 
Cost: $30 per person. Scholarships are available for faith based organizations.   
Call 970-304-6470, ext. 2380. 
Registration - www.regonline.com/worksite  
Deadline: Friday, May 1, 2008 

 

May is Stroke Awareness 
month! Please check out 
www.stroke.org for informa-
tion on signs, symptoms and 
prevention tips. Taking quick 
action when symptoms or 
signs of stroke are noticed is 
the best way to help prevent 
the victim from suffering se-
vere brain damage.  
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PREVENTING IDENTITY THEFT 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 
 

You know what you should do in order to protect your own identity, but do you 
know how to protect the identity of your child? Just because your little bundle of 
joy isn’t old enough to apply for a loan or open a credit card account 
doesn’t mean that someone else won’t use your child’s Social Security Number to 
do the same. 
 
Did you know that the Weld County District Attorney’s office works with over 70 churches, senior 
centers, and other organizations as part of their Churches Against Senior Exploitation (C.A.S.E.) 
Program? To download the full article please visit the DA’s site at the following link: 
 
http://www.weldda.com/da_CASE_FraudAlerts.html 
 
To learn more about the C.A.S.E. Program contact Jennifer Finch at  
970-356-4010 x.4702 or email her at jfinch@weld-co.us 

Men’s Health 
Pit Stop 

 

Celebrating fatherhood and 
encouraging dads to “be 
there for their children” is 
the focus of the Men's 
Health Pit Stop which will 
be held June 13 from 10-2 
at the Greeley Fun Plex. 
The event will focus on fi-
nancial, mental, and rela-
tional health as well as the 
obvious physical compo-
nents of nutrition, fitness, 
safety, and wellness 
screening. This family 
friendly event will feature 
a car show, booths on dif-
ferent types of wellness, 
and live entertainment. 
Look for “manly grilling” 
demonstrations, cancer 
screening, prizes including 
car detailing and oil 
changes,  and nationally 
known speakers “Black and 
White” productions. For 
more information please 
call 304-6470. 

Federal Faith-Based Office to Include  
Community-Based Programs 
 

The newly named and restructured White House Office for Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships will be a resource for organizations, both secular and 
faith-based, to address the challenges of poverty, serve women and children, 
prevent teen pregnancy and improve the odds for young fathers. The Office will 
help "local groups learn their obligations under the law, cut through red tape, 
and make the most of what the federal government has to offer." 
 
To learn more visit this site:  
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/ObamaAnnouncesWhiteHouseOfficeofFaith-basedandNeighborhoodPartnerships/ 

Statewide Strategic Use Fund - Round II 
 

Application materials for Round II of the SSUF grants are now available. The 
grant period for those who receive funds during this round is almost two years, 
and will run from approximately September 1, 2009 - June 30, 2011. Grant 
amounts for this award period will be between $25,000 and $1,000,000, with 
no single grant to exceed this cap. The deadline for applications is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 29, 2009. Faith-Based Organizations encouraged to apply! 
 
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1228738028494&pagename=CDHS-ColoradoWorks%2FCCWLayout 


